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People Working Cooperatively partners with state organizations for lead poisoning prevention efforts
Local nonprofit, in collaboration with Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition and Ohio Healthy Homes Network, raises awareness about the long-term health effects of lead exposure on children during National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week

CINCINNATI (Oct. 23, 2024) – Lead poisoning can cause irreversible neurological damage and long-term health effects on children. And it’s in our homes.

In Ohio, there is estimated to be 3.5 million homes with lead paint in them, and 425,000 of those homes have children under the age of six living in them. In Hamilton County, three out of four homes were built before lead paint was banned for residential use in 1978, and nearly 40,000 homes pose a significant risk of lead exposure.

According to the Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition action plan, the highest rates of reported child lead poisoning in Ohio tend to be found in communities that are predominantly African-American and low-income. In some Ohio communities, one in four children entering kindergarten have a history of lead poisoning. 
The good news? Lead poisoning is preventable with the right resources.

National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week is Oct. 20-26 and People Working Cooperatively (PWC) – a nonprofit providing critical home repairs, energy conservation, and accessibility modification services to low-income residents – has partnered with state organizations to raise awareness about the dangers of lead poisoning and what families can do to prevent it. Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition (OLFKC) is a collection of organizations and individuals working collaboratively toward ensuring all Ohio children are safe from lead in their homes and communities; and Ohio Healthy Homes Network (OHHN) is a nonprofit statewide organization on a mission to promote healthy, safe and affordable housing for people of all ages. The three organizations held a news conference at the PWC Whole Home Innovation Center in Bond Hill on Wednesday, Oct. 23 during which experts and elected officials shared information, resources and the importance of lead poisoning prevention work in our community.
“People don’t think that lead poisoning is an issue anymore, but it truly is. Lead dust in amounts as small as a packet of Sweet'N Low scattered across a football field can still cause damage,” said Aaron Grant, Director of PWC’s Whole Home Innovation Center. “The No. 1 source of child lead poisoning is from the dust of old lead paint in houses built before 1978. Our goal at PWC and Whole Home is to help people understand what lead poisoning is, why it’s harmful, what families can do to address the hazard and what resources are available to keep children safe.”
Statewide efforts, alongside local programs and resources, are essential in combating this silent poison which is why OLFKC, OHHN and PWC are collaborating.
“Families deserve lead-safe housing,” said Fred Strahorn, Director of the Ohio Healthy Homes Network. “Lead poisoning can lead to a variety of health challenges such as abdominal pain, vision and hearing loss, seizures, cognitive and developmental delays, behavior changes, and, in severe cases, death. Additionally, studies suggest that up to 25% of ADHD cases may be linked to lead exposure. Therefore, it is crucial to protect children from lead hazards during things like home renovation, repair, painting, routine maintenance, and demolition activities in pre-1978 homes and childcare facilities.”

Prevention efforts save lives, increase jobs and ultimately save taxpayer dollars. According to The Pew Center on the States, for every dollar spent controlling lead hazards, at least $17 would be returned (and as much as $221) in health benefits, increased IQ, higher lifetime earnings, tax revenues, lower special education costs and reduced criminal activity. Lead remediation investments can also create jobs and an opportunity to build career pathways out of poverty into lead-remediation work for residents of the most impacted communities.
How can you take the necessary steps to prevent lead poisoning in your home? Visit pwchomerepairs.org/lead for more information, programs and resources for how to stay safe.

# # #

About People Working Cooperatively
Incorporated in 1975, People Working Cooperatively (PWC) is a non-profit organization serving low-income, elderly, and disabled homeowners in 16 counties of southwest Ohio, Dayton, northern Kentucky, and southeast Indiana. For more than 49 years, PWC has strengthened communities by providing professional, critical home repair, weatherization, and modification services to help residents stay safely in their homes. PWC’s staff of licensed, trained employees and dedicated corps of volunteers assist nearly 6,000 individuals in more than 3,500 homes each year. For more information, visit pwchomerepairs.org or call (513) 351-7921.
About Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition

The Ohio Lead-Free Kids Coalition is a collection of organizations and individuals who share a deep and urgent concern about the potentially life-long harm caused by lead poisoning and the future well-being of our state. We work collaboratively toward a meaningful public commitment and investment to ensure all Ohio children are safe from lead in their homes and communities.
About Ohio Healthy Homes Network

Ohio Healthy Homes Network (OHHN) is a non-profit organization engaged in advocacy to promote healthy, safe and affordable housing. Our organization’s work is centered around indoor air quality with a particular focus on lead poisoning prevention and safety. OHHN is part of a network of non-profit organizations that work throughout the state on housing issues.
